Getting Started

After you have saved the Pacific Coast Fisheries GIS Resource Database files to your computer
(see the “Database Download” page on the CD-ROM), open “Fisheries_Resource_v93.mxd” or
“Fisheries_Resource_v92.mxd” in ArcMapT“‘.* This has all of the data and layers from the
fisheries geodatabase pre-loaded for you to use.

A “Fisheries Toolbar” has been saved to the ArcMap documents with helpful tools, bookmarks,
and additional help. If the toolbar does not display automatically or you accidently close it, you
can choose View > Toolbars from the main menu and put a check mark next to “Fisheries
Toolbar” in the list.

Using the Toolbar
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1. Usingthe "Zoom In / Zoom Out" and "Pan" tools, navigate to an area of the map that you
are interested in. If you know the exact coordinates of your location, you can also enter
them using the "Go To XY" tool.

2. Choose the "Select Features" tool and make a selection on the map (you can click individual
features, drag a selection box around features, or shift-click multiple features). Selectable

features include fishing blocks . , reefs 4 , and oil platforms [1. selected features will
appear highlighted in blue.

Note: Clicking on features will select them individually. For example, if you click on a fishing
block that consists of reefs or platforms located inside of it, only the fishing block will be
selected. If you want to select the reefs and platforms as well, you will need to drag a
selection box around them or shift-click each feature of interest.

“You should choose the appropriate file for the version of ArcGIS you have installed on your computer (9.2.x or
9.3.x). If you have version 10 or later installed, you should be able to open either file and access the data, but the
custom tools described here are not compatible at this time.



3. Click the "Fisheries Data Tools" button on the Fisheries Toolbar.

4. Inside the dialog window, choose a database that is appropriate to your selection. For
example, if you selected a California fishing block, then you would select a California
commercial, sport, or MRFSS database. (If you are unsure whether a database has data
associated with your location, you can first choose it from the drop-down and then click the
"Blocks with Data" button to see a map that displays the data areas for that dataset.)

5. With a database chosen from the drop-down menu, you can click:

"Blocks with Data" to see the areas of the map associated with the chosen database.

"View Related Records" to display the data associated with your selection in a table.

"Export to Excel®™ to export the associated data directly to Microsoft Excel®. This feature
opens a new Excel® document with the data.

"Metadata" to view the metadata for the chosen database.
For more detailed information on the custom tools included in the Fisheries Resource Database,

Please see Help > "Fisheries Help and Info" on the Fisheries Toolbar or the “Help” link on the
Main Page of the CD-ROM html interface.



