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Abstract. Studies of temperate rocky reef communities have added much to our
understanding of ecology. However, data on these reef communities can be difficult to
obtain; wind, waves, and poor underwater visibility often prevent research diving, and even
under the best conditions only a few hours a day can be spent underwater collecting data.
Here, we present data on temperate subtidal reef communities at 33 sites, almost half of which
the National Park Service has sampled annually since 1982. We present core data sets
describing the population dynamics of 16 fish, 37 invertebrate, and 15 algal taxa. We include
supplementary data sets documenting the size structure of key species, the relative abundance
of all fish, the recruitment of selected invertebrates, and the subtidal water temperature at each
site through time. Taken together, these data provide one of the most comprehensive
descriptions of nearshore reef community dynamics ever assembled.
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The complete data sets corresponding to abstracts published in the Data Papers section of the journal are published
electronically in Ecological Archives at http://esapubs.org/archive (the accession number for each Data Paper is given
directly beneath the title).
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