CA Commercial Fisheries Data Formatting
Received on 4/8/2009, in Excel spreadsheets, via CD-ROM from:

Jana Robertson (JRoberts@dfg.ca.gov)
Management Services Technician
Marine Fisheries Statistical Unit
California Department of Fish and Game
4665 Lampson Avenue, Suite C

Los Alamitos, CA 90720

Phone: (562) 342-7126

Fax: (562) 342-7137

Permission for data request granted by:

Joann Eres (JEres@dfg.ca.gov)

Unit Supervisor

Marine Fisheries Statistical Unit
California Department of Fish and Game
4665 Lampson Avenue, Suite C

Los Alamitos, CA 90720

Phone: (562) 342-7135

Modifications/Formatting

e Using ArcCatalog, a temporary geodatabase was created to store the data.

e The individual Excel spreadsheet files were imported to the temporary geodatabase to
maintain all values and field headings.

e The data from the temporary geodatabase was added to an ArcMap document.

e The first table was exported to the temporary geodatabase and renamed CaCommFish.

e Using the “Append” tool, all other individual table files were added to the CaComm
table.

e Using XTools Pro’s “Table Restructure” tool, all the fields were set to the correct data
types (Year: Double, Month: Double, Block_Code: Double, Port_Code: Double,
Species_Code: Double, Gear_Code: Double, Value: Double, Pounds: Double, Port_Name:
Text, Species_Name: Text, Gear_Description: Text).*

e The resulting table with all data and correct data types was then exported to the
Fisheries database as CA_Commercial_Data.

“ ArcGIS imports all numeric fields from Excel as a “Double” data type. To make future data
loading from Excel files easier, “Double” was used for all numeric fields in the geodatabase.
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e All records that had Block_Codes that did not match the BlockIDs in CA_Blks were
excluded from the database. 1,117,564 records were used out of the original 1,149,069
provided by CDFG.

e 2009 preliminary data received on 5/11/2010 in an Excel spreadsheet. 21,948 out of
22,156 records added to gdb table. 208 records had block ID’s that did not match or fell
outside of CA_Blks, and were dropped.

Field Definitions

Year: Year of harvest data.

Month: Month of harvest data.
Block_Code: CA fishing blocks identifier.
Port_Code: CDFG port code.
Species_Code: CDFG species code.
Gear_Code: CDFG gear code.

Value: Value in US dollars.

Pounds: Catch weight in pounds.

Port Name: Port location name.
Species_Name: Species common name.
Gear_Description: CDFG fishing gear
description.




