Job Title: Waterbird Biologist with USGS (pre-announcement)

The USGS Waterfowl and Waterbird Research Program in Davis, California is seeking a biologist to assist
in studies on waterbird ecology, wetlands, and ecotoxicology. We are seeking a highly motivated and
dedicated individual that has extensive experience conducting field research on birds, and has
demonstrated their research abilities in leading field studies, statistically analyzing data, and publishing
results in peer-reviewed journals.

Duties: The incumbent will coordinate several projects on waterbird ecology, including studies on nest
survival in dabbling ducks, avocets, stilts, Forster’s terns, and other species; chick growth and survival;
radio-telemetry studies on waterbird movements and survival; effects of contaminants on avian
reproduction; contaminant bioaccumulation; and wetland management. This position will entail a
combination of field studies, lab work, data entry and management, statistical analysis, preparing
reports, delivering scientific presentations, and assisting in peer-reviewed publications. Duties also
include safely operating motor boats, kayaks, ATVs, and 4-wheel drive vehicles; processing biological
samples in the lab; entering and managing large datasets; maintenance of equipment; and other
administrative duties. Candidates must be comfortable on boats, in and around water bodies, and in
remote settings; and must be able and willing to travel for extended periods to field locations and
conduct field work. The incumbent will be required to work both independently and as a team member
to execute field research.

Qualifications: An advanced degree (Ph.D. preferred) in ecology, wildlife biology, ornithology, or a
related discipline is preferred, but candidates with a M.S. and significant research experience leading
studies and publishing scientific journal articles will also be considered. Familiarity and experience with
avian sampling techniques is required, such as bird capturing and handling, morphological
measurements, nest monitoring, radio-telemetry attachment and tracking, necropsies, bleeding birds,
and bird identification by sight and sound. Incumbent must have a strong statistical background with
demonstrated ability to publish papers in peer-reviewed scientific journals. Expertise in use of ArcGIS for
analyzing bird movement data via telemetry is desirable. Experience querying and managing data from a
relational database system is also desirable. A current driver's license and a good driving record are
required. Applicants must be able to lift 40 lbs.

We are seeking an organized, enthusiastic, and versatile person with a strong science and work ethic.
Applicant must be willing to work some long hours, including early morning or evening hours and some
weekends as needed. Housing is not provided.

Job Details: This will be a USGS “Term” position, and includes government benefits. Start date is
expected to be in January 2011 but is flexible.

Please send cover letter, resume, and 3 references to Dr. Josh Ackerman (jackerman@usgs.gov) and Dr.
Mark Herzog (mherzog@usgs.gov) as soon as possible. THIS IS A PRE-ANNOUNCEMENT ONLY. PLEASE
CONTACT US FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE REQUIRED APPLICATION PROCESS.

The USGS is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Selection for this position will be based solely on merit,
fitness, and qualifications without regard to race, sex, color, religion, age, marital status, national
origin, non-disqualifying handicap conditions, sexual orientation, or any other non-merit factors. This
agency provides reasonable accommodation to applicants with disabilities.



