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EVENTS

December 13, 2012 (webcast)

Robert Fisher gave this month’s USGS
Evening Public Lecture. Fisher presented
a travelogue of his research on reptile
biodiversity in the Pacific Islands
http://online.wr.usgs.gov/calendar/2012.html|
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January 7, 2012 (Ventura, CA)

The photography exhibit Balancing Act
comes to a close. This Brooks Institute
project profiles Kathryn McEachern’s
Channel Islands rare plant surveys.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/Event.aspx?ID=129

IN THE NEWS

Which Giant Sequoia is the World’s
} . Second-Largest Tree? (Sequoia and
ity : i = - = Kings Canyon National Parks)

BALIC RS X i R — Dana Dierkes asks Nate Stephenson how
- ] the General Sherman, General Grant and
the President Tree rank in the record books
] G o - of the giant sequoia.

D - . http://www.nps.gov/seki/parknews/upload/
Happy B|rthday, WERC B|week|y Update! FINAL-NR-World-s-Second-Largest-Tree.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/seki/parknews/upload/
FINAL-30-Largest-Sequoias-2.pdf
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Our sincere thanks to everyone who’s read the WERC Biweekly Update this year!
This marks the final issue for 2012, and we look forward to keeping you informed
on USGS ecosystems research in the new year. Listed here are all 22 issues of 2012,

If You Build It, Will They C ?
along with their headlines: Ou PULC L ey Lome

(San Francisco Bay NWR Tidelines)
Stacy Moskal talks about her research on
custom-constructed islands near Menlo
Park, CA, testing restoration designs for
waterbird foraging, nesting and roosting.
http://www.fws.gov/desfhay/pdf/Tidelines/
tideline%20winter12%20web.pdf

»  Seabirds and Japan Radiation http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=119
»  Desert Tortoise Symposium http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?Record|D=122

»  High-Water Hideouts http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=125

» Sea Otter Project in NY Times http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=128
»  Forests and Climate Change http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=129
»  Hollywood Cougar Sighted http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?Record|D=132

»  New Bumblebee Gecko http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?Record|D=134

»  USGS Open House Preview http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=137
*  Menlo Open House Photos http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=139

»  Housing and Wildfire Risk http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordIiD=140

»  Stephenson Parks Award http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=143

» Least Bell’s Vireo Migration http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=147
*  WERC Publication Briefs http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=148

»  SF Bay Nest Monitoring http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=149

»  Vegetation Map for Yosemite http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=151

Full Life-Cycle Protection for Seabirds
(The Migratory Connectivity Project)
Leah Culp highlights a recent study by
Josh Adams about mapping biological
hotspots of seabirds with respect to marine
protected areas planning.
http://www.migratoryconnectivityproject.
org/6-december-full-life-cycle-protection-for-

X X seabirds

»  Vital Signs at NPS Streams http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?Record|D=152 /

«  TWS 2012 Conference Guide http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=155 o . .

. h 1 Islands Exhibition http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=158 This Biweekly Update is produced as a sevice to
C ann_e Sl S. X 1o1tion Ntp: : -Usgs.g -aspx¢ - USGS/WERC staff, colleagues, partners and the

e Malaria Transmission Model http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=159 interested public. To add your email address to the

»  Fire Ecology Congress Guide http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=160 mailing list or to report errors/suggestions, please

« 2013 Review http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?Record|D=163 GG e ST v, w6 (i3 el

http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx.
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NEW JOURNAL ARTICLES

Das, A. 2012. The effect of size and competition on tree growth rate in old-growth
coniferous forests. Canadian Journal of Forest Research 42(11): 1983-1995.

doi: 10.1139/x2012-142

http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=4835

Drake, KK, PA Medica, TC Esque, KE Nussear. 2012. Gopherus agassizii (Agassiz’s
Desert Tortoise) scute dysecdysis/scute sloughing. Herp. Review 43: 473-474.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=4790

Fleskes, JP, BJ Halstead, ML Casazza, PS Coates, JD Kohl, DA Skalos. 2012. Waste
rice seed in conventional and stripper-head harvested fields in California:
implications for wintering waterfowl. Journal of Fish and Wildlife Management 3(2):
266275 €1944-687x. doi: 10.3996/022012-JFWM-014
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=4841

Hunt SD, JC Guzy, SJ Price, BJ Halstead, EA Eskew, ME Dorcas. Responses of ripar-
ian reptile communities to damming and urbanization. Biological Conservation 157:
277-284. doi: 10.1016/j.biocon.2012.08.035
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=4840

Lafferty, KD, JC Shaw. 2013. Comparing mechanisms of host manipulation across
host and parasite taxa. The Journal of Experimental Biology 216: 56-66.

doi: 10.1242/jeb.073668

http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=4839

Thorne, KM, JY Takekawa, DL Elliott-Fisk. 2012. Ecological effects of climate change
on salt marsh wildlife: a case study from a highly urbanized estuary. Journal of
Coastal Research 28(6): 1477-1487. doi: 10.2112/JCOASTRES-D-11-00136.1
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=4811

Vidal-Martinez, VM, ML Aguirre-Macedo, JP McLaughlin, RF Hechinger, AG
Jaramillo, JC Shaw, AK James, AM Kuris, KD Lafferty. 2012. Digenean metacercariae
of fishes from the lagoon flats of Palmyra Atoll, Eastern Indo-Pacific. Journal of
Helminthology 86(4): 493-509. doi: 10.1017/S0022149X11000526
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=4843

Wood, DA, AG Vandergast, KR Barr, RD Inman, TC Esque, KE Nussear, RN Fisher.
2012. Comparative phylogeography reveals deep lineages and regional evolution-
ary hotspots in the Mojave and Sonoran Deserts. Diversity and Distributions.

doi: 10.1111/ddi.12022

http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=4837

NEW WERC PUBLICATION BRIEFS

Identifying evolutionary hotspots and gaps in land protection in the Mojave and
Sonoran deserts

Analyses led by Dustin Wood pinpoint genetic diversity hotspots in CA, NV, AZ deserts.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=4842

Improving tree growth models
Adrian Das’ study suggests ways to improve growth models for mixed-species stands.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=4836

Tree mortality patterns following prescribed fire for pines and firs across
southwestern U.S.

Phil van Mantgem and Matt Brooks analyze post-fire mortality in seven national parks.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=4829
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FROM THE BLOG ARCHIVES

AskWERC: Christmas Tree Science
Phil van Mantgem dishes on the Douglas
fir, one of the commonly harvested species
for the holiday tree trade.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?
RecordID=27

Not Just for Kissing: Mistletoe and
Birds, Bees and Other Beasts

Todd Esque and Catherine Puckett explain
the biology of the mistletoe, their parasitic
lifestyle and their role in the ecosystem.
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/special/
mistletoe/

File Photo

NEW BLOGPOSTS

VIDEO: Puma 22 of Los Angeles
Filmmaker Christine Frey interviews Erin
Boydston for this video short profiling
P-22, the mountain lion discovered by
USGS in Griffith Park and now being
tracked by the National Park Service.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?
RecordID=162

The Purple Bloom of the Thistle Sage
We kick off a new series profiling the flora
and fauna of California and Nevada, with
Heather Schneider introducing the thistle
sage, a wild relative of the culinary sage.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?
RecordID=161
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