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WERC, USGS Scientists Visit Sacramento for    
Ecological Society of America 2014 Meeting
The USGS Ecosystems Mission Area, Climate and Land Use Change Mission Area, 
and the National Climate Change and Wildlife Science Center are sponsors of the 
2014 Annual Meeting of the Ecological Society of America. Ecologist Jill Baron of 
the USGS Fort Collins Science Center opened the meeting, serving as the current 
President of the society. WERC scientists will join other USGS colleagues to present 
talks on topics including wildfire, drought, urban wildlife, Sierra Nevada meadows. 
For complete USGS listings, download the “USGS@ESA2014” Conference Book:
http://bit.ly/usgsESA2014
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=218
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/Event.aspx?ID=191

Select WERC Presentations:

Global change threats to shrubland resilience
Monday, August 11, 2014 / 1:50 PM / 306, Sacramento Convention Center

Are recent increases in forest mortality a symptom of drought?
Monday, August 11, 2014: 2:30 PM / 307, Sacramento Convention Center

History and vulnerability of meadows in the Sierra Nevada
Monday, August 11, 2014: 4:20 PM / 307, Sacramento Convention Center

The association of megafires and extreme droughts in California 
Tuesday, August 12, 2014 / 8:00 AM-11:30 AM in Gardenia Room, Sheraton Hotel

Restoring the aquatic biota in the upper Los Angeles River watershed
Tuesday, August 12, 2014: 9:50 AM / 307, Sacramento Convention Center

Landscape connectivity for medium and large mammals in the city of Los Angeles
Tuesday, August 12, 2014: 10:10 AM  / 307, Sacramento Convention Center
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AWARDS
Jon Keeley has been awarded the title of 
Fellow of the Society by the Ecological 
Society of America. The election honors 
members who are recognized by their 
peers for their distinguished contributions 
to the discipline. Keeley will be honored 
with other USGS selectees on August 11th 
during the ESA 2014 conference.

EVENTS
August 12, 2014 (San Diego, CA)
Robert Fisher will discuss sensitive habitat 
at risk from future wildfires at this meeting 
of the Environmental Mitigation Program 
Working Group (EMPWG) of the San 
Diego Association of Governments. 
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/Event.aspx?ID=193

October 23-24, 2014 (Washington, DC)
Karen Thorne is scheduled to present her 
research at the 2014 National Workshop 
on Large Landscape Conservation.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/Event.aspx?ID=192

IN THE NEWS
Wildfires Cause Trouble for Sea Otters 
(KRCB Public Radio)
Reporter Danielle Venton interviews Liz 
Bowen on the use of gene transcription 
techniques to assess sea otter exposure 
to hydrocarbon pollutants resulting from 
wildfires along Big Sur.
http://radio.krcb.org/post/wildfires-cause-
trouble-sea-otters

This Biweekly Update is produced as a service to 
USGS/WERC staff, colleagues, partners and the 
interested public. To add your email address to the 
mailing list or to report errors/suggestions, please 
contact blandis@usgs.gov. Download this issue at 
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx. 
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NEW OPEN-FILE REPORTS
Inman, RD, KE Nussear, TC Esque, AG Vandergast, SA Hathaway, DA Wood, KR Barr, 
RN Fisher. 2014. Mapping habitat for multiple species in the Desert Southwest: U.S. 
Geological Survey Open-File Report 2014-1134, 92p. doi: 10.3133/ofr20141134
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5034

Woodward, A, A Torregrosa, MA Madej, M Reichmuth, D Fong. 2014. Users’ guide to 
system dynamics model describing Coho salmon survival in Olema Creek, Point 
Reyes National Seashore, Marin County, California: U.S. Geological Survey Open-
File Report 2014-1131, 58 p. doi: 10.3133/ofr20141131
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5055

NEW JOURNAL ARTICLES
Bowen, L, AK Miles, CA Kolden, JA Saarinen, JL Bodkin, MJ Murray, MT Tinker. 
2014. Effects of wildfire on sea otter (Enhydra lutris) gene transcript profiles. 
Marine Mammal Science. doi: 10.1111/mms.12151
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5057

DeFalco, LA, TC Esque. 2014. Soil seed banks: preserving native biodiversity and 
repairing damaged desert shrublands. Fremontia 42(2): 20-23.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5029

NEW BOOK CHAPTERS
Quijada-Mascarenas, A, C van Riper III, D James, L Lopez-Hoffman, C Sharp, 
R Gimblett, ML Scott, LM Norman, R Medellin, JB Callegary, R List, C Wallace, P 
Holm, E Glenn, J Leenhouts, T Esque, M Culver, R Webb, J Steidl, ML Villarreal, P 
Nagler, W Lackner, M Sturm, R Castillo-Gamez, G Ceballos. 2012. Desarrollo de un 
programa de monitoreo a nivel ecosistema en el muro fronterizo México-Estados 
Unidos. En: A Cordova, C de la Parra (coordinadores) El muro fronterizo entre México y 
Estados Unidos. Espacios, instrumentos y actores para un diálogo constructivo. 
El Colegio de la Frontera Norte. Tijuana, México. pp 165-185. 
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5056

IN THE NEWS (CONT’D)

Biosecurity Holds Talks on Termites 
(Fiji Sun)
Robert Fisher’s collaboration on invasive 
species management strategies with the 
Biosecurity Authority of Fiji was pictured 
in the Fiji Sun. Fisher also conducts 
surveys of Endangered iguanas there.
http://www.fijisun.com.fj/2014/07/12/
biosecurity-holds-talks-on-termites/

History Of Fire And Drought Shapes 
The Ecology Of California, Past and 
Future (ESA EcoTone)
Writer Liza Lester promotes Jon Keeley’s 
upcoming presentation at the ESA Annual 
Meeting on the association of megafires 
and extreme droughts in California.
http://www.esa.org/esa/?p=12038

Teenage Non-Mutant Pond Turtles 
Now with Radio Powers
Chris Brown and Denise Clark joined researcher partners at 
the San Diego Zoo to release five juvenile western pond turtles 
into Sycuan Peak Ecological Reserve in San Diego County. 
Radio tags on these captive-bred animals will let USGS and 
zoo researchers track their survival in this restored habitat.
https://sandiegozoo.app.box.com/s/5fx5mr4rg7zc989bgt62
http://bcove.me/xh8938oc

Does Biodiversity Protect Humans 
Against Infectious Disease?
Researcher Chelsea Wood recently coauthored a review paper 
in Ecology with Kevin Lafferty, discussing instances in which 
disease risk is likely to decline as biodiversity is lost versus 
gained, and the role of wildlife species as both habitat and 
resources for disease agents that can infect humans.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx?RecordID=217 

Springer Science+Business Media B.V.Ken Bohn/San Diego Zoo

Fiji Sun
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