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Scientists Summoned to Seattle for Sea Otters

USGS scientists will be convening with international colleagues in Seattle in late
March for the 9th Sea Otter Conservation Workshop. Hosted at the Seattle
Aquarium, the biennially held meeting will feature more than 50 talks, including
discussions on wild sea otter biology, ecology, and captive sea otter husbandry and
conservation programs. USGS Western Ecological Research Center scientists Tim

Tinker, Brian Hatfield, Joe Tomoleoni, and Ben Weitzman are among those scheduled

to attend, along with their counterparts from the USGS Alaska Science Center.
http://www.seattleaquarium.org/sea-otter-workshop/2015

NEW OPEN-FILE REPORTS
Rytuba, JJ, RL Hothem, BE Brussee, DN Goldstein, JT May. 2015. Environmental

assessment of water, sediment, and biota collected from the Bear Creek Watershed,

Colusa County, California: U.S. Geological Survey Open-File Report, 2013-1070,
83p. doi:10.3133/0fr20131070
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5194

NEW JOURNAL ARTICLES

McAllister, CT, DW Duszynski, RN Fisher, CC Austin. 2014. Four new species of
coccidia (Apicomplexa: Eimeriidae) From Owen Stanley skinks, Papuascinus
stanleyanus (Sauria: Scincidae), From Papau New Guinea. Folia Parasitologica
61(3):195.200. doi:10.14411/fp.2014.018
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5190

Newsome, SD, MT Tinker, VA Gill, ZN Hoyt, A Doroff, L Nichol, JL Bodkin. 2015.
The interaction of intraspecific competition and habitat on individual diet
specialization: a near range-wide examination of sea otters. Oecologia.
doi:10.1007/s00442-015-3223-8
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5185
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AWARDS

Julia Ersan, a student at California State
University East Bay working with Brian
Halstead at the Dixon Field Station, won
first place for Best Student Poster at the
2015 Annual Meeting of the Western
Section of The Wildlife Society. Ersan’s
research examined the prey preferences
of newborn giant gartersnakes, revealing
intriguing differences in the snake’s
“taste” for native versus exotic species.

EVENTS

March 25-27, 2015 (Berkeley, CA)

Nate Stephenson and Adrian Das are
scheduled to attend the Science for Parks,
Parks for Science summit hosted by UC
Berkeley, the National Park Service, and
National Geographic Society.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/Event.aspx?ID=210

March 27-29, 2015 (Seattle, WA)

Tim Tinker and others will join researchers
from around the world to discuss updates
in sea otter biology and nearshore

marine ecology research at the Sea Otter
Conservation Workshop IX, to be held at
the Seattle Aquarium.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/Event.aspx?1D=211

March 29-April 3, 2015 (Oakland, CA)
Phil van Mantgem is scheduled to

attend the 2015 George Wright Society
Conference on Parks, Protected Areas,
and Cultural Sites, discussing long-term
fire effects data and research opportunities.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/Event.aspx?1D=212

April 22, 2015 (MCB Pendleton, CA)
Katherine Baumberger will be hosting a
USGS science booth at this year’s Earth
Day celebration for kids and families at
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/Event.aspx?1D=213

This Biweekly Update is produced as a service to
USGS/WERC staff, colleagues, partners and the
interested public. To add your email address to the
mailing list or to report errors/suggestions, please
contact blandis@usgs.gov. Download this issue at
www.werc.usgs.gov/outreach.aspx.
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NEW JOURNAL ARTICLES (CONT'D)

Novak, M, MT Tinker. 2015. Timescales alter the inferred strength and temporal
consistency of intraspecific diet specialization. Oecologia.
doi:10.1007/500442-014-3213-2

http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5182

Reeves, AB, MM Smith, BW Meixell, JP Fleskes, AM Ramey. 2015. Genetic diversity
and host specificity varies across three genera of blood parasites in ducks of the
Pacific Americas Flyway. PLOS ONE 10(2):e0116661.
doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0116661

http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5215

Santana, FE, RR Swaisgood, JM Lemm, RN Fisher, RW Clark. 2015. Chilled frogs are
hot: hibernation and reproduction of the Endangered mountain yellow-legged frog
Rana muscosa. Endangered Species Research 27:43-51. doi:10.3354/esr00648
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5191

Smith, EAE, SD Newsome, JA Estes, MT Tinker. 2015. The cost of reproduction:
differential resource specialization in female and male California sea otters.
Oecologia. doi:10.1007/s00442-014-3206-1
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5183

Thorne, KM, BJ Mattsson, J Takekawa, J Cummings, D Crouse, G Block, V Bloom,

M Gerhart, S Goldbeck, B Huning, C Sloop, M Stewart, K Taylor, L Valoppi. 2015.
Collaborative decision-analytic framework to maximize resilience of tidal marshes
to climate change. Ecology and Society 20(1):30. doi:10.5751/ES-07018-200130
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5181

Weinersmith, KL, CB Warinner, V Tan, DJ Harris, AB Mora, AM Kuris, KD Lafferty,
RF Hechinger. 2014. A lack of crowding? Body size does not decrease with density
for two behavior-manipulating parasites. /ntegrative and Comparative Biology 54(2):
184-192. doi: 10.1093/icb/icu081

http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5176

NEW BOOK CHAPTERS

Riley, SPD, JL Brown, JA Sikich, CA Schoonmaker, EE Boydston. 2014. Wildlife
Friendly Roads: The Impacts of Roads on Wildlife in Urban Areas and Potential
Remedies. In: McCleery, RA, CE Moorman, MN Peterson (eds). Urban Wildlife
Conservation, Springer, USA. pp. 323-360. doi:10.1007/978-1-4899-7500-3 15
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5180

NEW PROCEEDINGS

Peterson, S, JT Ackerman, D Costa. 2014. Diving depth of elephant seals influences
mercury bioaccumulation in the north Pacific. Integrated Marine Biogeochemistry
and Ecosystem Research 277, September 2014.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/ProductDetails.aspx?ID=5184

NEW COOPERATOR REPORTS

Matchett, JR, JA Lutz, LW Tarnay, DG Smith, KML Becker, ML Brooks. 2015. Impacts
of fire management on aboveground tree carbon stocks in Yosemite and Sequoia &
Kings Canyon national parks. Natural Resource Report NPS/SIEN/NRR—2015/910.
National Park Service, Fort Collins, Colorado.
https://irma.nps.gov/App/Reference/Profile/2219463

U.S. Department of the Interior
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EVENTS (CONT'D)

April 24, 2015 (North Las Vegas, NV)
Researcher Emeritus Phil Medica will

be speaking to local students about his
lifetime career as a naturalist in Nevada as
part of the College of Southern Nevada’s
2015 Science & Technology EXPO.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/Event.aspx?ID=214

May §, 2015 (McClellan, CA)

Shannon Waters will be among the
scientists mentoring middle school and
high school students at the Dinner with a
Scientist event hosted by the Sacramento
Area Science Project.
http://www.werc.usgs.gov/Event.aspx?ID=215

IN THE NEWS

Taking Back the Beach

(NOAA National Marine Sanctuaries)
Writer Lisa Jensen showcases a project at
Gault Elementary School in Santa Cruz
where kids are taking action on invasive
ice plant removal and coastal habitat
restoration. Josh Adams assisted on the
project, which received funding from the
NOAA Ocean Guardian School grant.
http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/news/feb15/
invasive-species.html

Progress from the Suisun Marsh
Waterfowl Research Program
(Land of the West Wind)

The March 2015 newletter of the
Suisun Resource Conservation District
highlighted the new Suisun waterfowl
research project led by Mike Casazza,
Joe Fleskes, Josh Ackerman, and

the California Department of Water
Resources.
http://www.suisunrcd.org/documents/
March2015Newsletter.pdf
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